
ARE ALL (ARAB) MEN JERKS? Let’s get a Love Reality Check on it… 

 

I got a call from a friend last week with the latest Arab Male Jerk Story. A promising 

gentleman had been wooing her, talking marriage as they worked on a possible business deal 

together. It became apparent, especially when his first words to friends of hers were: “I have 

my PhD in Engineering and lived the US for fifteen years”, that he was just a bit too self-

absorbed to make a suitable mate. She, with traditional indirectness to allow retention of his 

dignity, let it be known that perhaps they keep it strictly business. 

 

He called two weeks later, chatting about the weather, saying: “I hope the rain clears by the 

second day of Eid, as I don’t want you and the guests to my xutbbeh to be inconvenienced.” 

In two weeks, the guy had found another girl to marry! She replied with her usual grace: 

“Mabruuk!”. Expecting more of a response, he said: “Well, you will come? I want to 

introduce you to my mother”. She said “No, I have no desire to meet your mother.” Out came 

the verbal daggers as he said: “It wouldn’t have worked between us anyway, it never does 

when high class marries low class”. Shocked, I asked her “What did you do?”. She said 

“Called you! Find me an American husband PLEASE!” 

 

This seems to be the anthem building in the world of Ammanista singledom. Ten years ago, 

most conversations included an inquiry by mothers if my husband or I had sisters for their 

sons to marry. Now, my educated, upwardly mobile single Jordanian girlfriends are asking 

me to find Western men for them to marry! It is a dilemma: they know what they want in a 

relationship and are discovering that the Arab male, while happy to have the income of a wife 

with a career, still expect her to carry the obligations of a traditional societal role.  Worse, 

these girls know that Ammani suitors, skilled in the smooth words, nice gifts, and listening 

ear when in the heat of the chase, notoriously lose their romance skills once a girl is snagged 

into the marriage bag. Believe you me, ladies, Western men have their failings too, the 

primary being the expectations of all things ‘married’ without the benefit of permanent 

commitment.  

 

Are there any good men left out there? As I single I remember wondering why all the great 

guys seemed to be married, then it hit me…perhaps it was their wives that made them great! 

Could it be that the love of a wife which completes and calls out the highest qualities of a 

man?   

 

Forget Daniel Craig and Colin Farrell. Instead of looking West, young women, perhaps we 

should look back in time to men of this very region to receive encouragement that valiant 

virtues still run deep in the soul of the Arab male. Words written by men, for men, about how 

to treat us! Reminders of our value from the Muslim Prophet Mohammed (pbuh), practical 

poetry from Khalil Gibran, King Solomon’s love song, and a ‘love check list’ from the 

Christianity’s Apostle  Paul, soothe our hearts and give us hope that the ability to love us like 

this still flickers in the soul of the tall, dark, handsome  (and local!) man our dreams. 

Remembering their responsibility to love us well may inspire us learn to love a spouse in a 

way that reveals the greatest good in the Eastern male heart. 

 

The Muslim Prophet Mohammed (pub) as narrated by Anis confirmed this idea: “Our Lord, 

give us wives and offspring who will be the apples of our eyes and guide us to be models for 

the righteous” and:  “When a man marries, he has fulfilled half his religion”. Not only can we 

meet a husband’s physical and relational needs, but we can be examples for his spiritual 

growth. This call to men to look for good even in our faults should encourage us: “Live with 



them in kindness, even if you dislike them, perhaps you dislike something in which Allah has 

placed much good (4:19). From the narration of Abu Harare: “The believers who show the 

most perfect faith are those who have the best disposition and the best of you are those who 

are best to their wives.” Modern scholar Suhrawdy sums it up:” A virtuous wife is a man’s 

best treasure”.  

 

Beloved writer Khalil Gibran, in the marriage chapter of The Prophet, reminds husbands and 

wives that separate but equal is good, and enhances love. Love in marriage, like the ocean, is 

constantly moving, ebbing and flowing:  

 

 

“But let there be spaces in your togetherness,  

And let the winds of the heavens dance between you.  

Love one another but make not a bond of love:  

Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.  

Fill each other's cup but drink not from one cup.  

Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.  

Sing and dance together and be joyous, but let each one of you be alone,  

Even as the strings of a lute are alone, they quiver with the same music.”  

King Solomon knew the words and tunes to heart-harmonies! In spite of his vast wealth and 

later indulgence in extreme-polygamy, his heart was given to ruddy complexioned working 

girl of the flocks and vines. His words from the Song of Solomon (4: 9-11, 8:6, NIV) 

extolling her beauty are breath-taking, and even include allegories of sites in Jordan, such as 

the pools of Heshbon to describe her eyes. “You have stolen my heart, my sister my bride, 

how much more pleasing is your love than wine, and the fragrance of your perfume than and 

spice! Your lips drop sweetness as the honeycomb, my bride; milk and honey are under your 

tongue”…”Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong 

as death, it’s jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like a blazing fire, like a mighty flame. 

Many waters cannot quench love, rivers cannot wash it away.” Try reading that to one 

another by candle-light! 

The sole single man of this group, St. Paul, in 1
st
 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NIV),defines love as 

much by what it is as by what it isn’t, making it applicable as a ‘love check-list’ to test 

yourselves: 

Love is patient 

Love is kind. 

It does not envy 

It does not boast 

It is not proud 

It is not rude 



It is not self-seeking 

It is not easily angered 

It keeps no record of wrongs. 

Love does not delight in evil,  

But rejoices in the truth. 

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

Love never fails. 

 

So no, it is quiet safe to say not all Arab men are jerks. Take heart from these diverse and 

wise words of value, advice, delight and challenge from Arabian-dwelling men of long ago. 

Time-proven wisdom we can apply today in ebbing marriage embers, or to encourage 

singletons when they despair of ever finding Mr. Right. Perhaps qualities of character in a 

man are more important than the right family, social or economic status. ‘Mr. Promising 

Possibilities’ completed by the virtuous woman who loves well, could become the right one 

for you.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

   


